From Jenny and Martyn Burt
Encompass asked how we are getting on in our new
home? Well perhaps I should just describe the last 48
hours and you’ll get a flavour of our new life.
Yesterday I drove to Lincoln in the morning to meet my
prayer partner. She felt the Lord direct her to pray for
Matt and Naomi’s next steps – little did she know that
Matt was actually in Grimsby for a meeting regarding the
future church plant there. God’s perfect timing. We
regularly attend St Swithin’s Lincoln and join in their
mission, and we go to the village church when there is a
service there.
I then went to join Naomi, Josiah and Judah for lunch.
We had fun making gingerbread men and playing trains.
I saw Matt briefly as he went off to lead Alpha in
Scunthorpe. At 8pm I collected Martyn from the station.
He had been working at Lee Abbey, London, since
Monday.
Today began with a trip to the Mow Centre near Louth.
We inherited a petrol garden shredder with the house,
but it needed some TLC! When we returned home the
fish lady had been and left us some sea trout for dinner.
The fish here is fantastic!

As the weather was warm and bright we decided to get
our mountain bikes out and take Raffy (the dog) for a run
along the bridle path that starts in the village and goes
for miles. When we do that route at dusk we see barn
owls hunting in the fields, but today it was lovely to enjoy
the sunshine and see how the farmers are getting on with
spring planting.

The Lambeth Conference is valued by our Anglican
friends across the world for just these kinds of
problems.
We should sometimes put our first-world problems into
perspective by viewing them from the perspective of
our fellow Anglicans.

We forewent our usual Thursday swimming trip and spent
a few hours in the garden. With an acre of land it’s just as
well that we enjoy being outside! It may only be 6th
February, but the whole garden is coming to life. We
can’t wait to see what delights the next season will bring
both spiritually and in the flower beds.
Jenny Burt

As for South Sudan, we can only hope and pray that this
time the new Government can and will hold together. It
is not entirely a hopeless situation. It was not so long ago
that we were praying for the country of Rwanda which
had become a byword for savage inter-tribal conflict,
yet now it presents as a benchmark for peace and
prosperity in the region.
Prayer leads us from lament to hope, and it does us no
harm for Christians to reflect in these terms at the start of
the Lenten season.

When we load our parochial concerns onto the
Martin Sewell
Archbishop of Canterbury, we easily forget how many
This article was written for www.archbishopcranmer.com.
others are doing the same: he needs and deserves
Thanks to Martin for giving permission for us to use it here.
our prayer support.

Welby brings peace and
reconciliation to South Sudan
South Sudan is a far off country of which we know little,
and if we are honest, care less. Its story does
occasionally appear on the the BBC News website, but it
rarely breaks through onto our television screens. South
Sudan is not a fashionable cause: celebrities don’t go
there, doubtless heeding the advice of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office against any travel to a country
currently holding an unenviable international reputation.
In a crowded field of misery, with many competing
claimants, it currently holds last place on the United
Nations ‘World Happiness Report’.
South Sudan has been at war for many decades, first as
part of an independence struggle from majority-Muslim
northern Sudan; and then, despite a referendum in
which a unifying 98% voted to secede, came a descent
into bloody civil war, as militias indiscriminately
butchered the civilian population while fighting for
positions in governmental ministries, with all the
opportunities for corruption such dominance connotes.
After 2.5 million died in the independence fighting,
some 400,000 have been killed in the internecine
conflict out of an estimated population of 12 million. No
reliable figures exist.
If this were not awful enough, the horrendous plague of
locusts descending on East Africa is moving not-soslowly across into the country, decimating a rural
population that can expect little help from central
authorities even if they can resolve to act: there is so
little infrastructure after decades of war and corruption.
So who on earth would want to go there?
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Tuesday 31st
9am Re:fresh
5pm Elements
Sunday 15th
9am Holy Communion
10.30am Baptism Service
6.30pm Evening Communion

Monday 30th
4.15pm Elements

Saturday 14th
9.45am Who let the Dads Out?
10am Healing on the Streets
7pm The Mix

Sunday 29th
9am Holy Communion
10.30am The Morning Service
6.30pm The Evening Service

Friday 13th
9am Re:fresh
7pm Elements

Saturday 28th
9am Hamstreet Walk
10am Healing on the Streets
7pm The Mix
Thursday 12th
10am Toddlers

Friday 27th
9am Re:fresh
7pm Elements

Wednesday 11th
10am Holy Communion
10am Bumps and Babes

Thursday 26th
10am Toddlers

Tuesday 10th
9am Re:fresh
5pm Elements

Wednesday 25th
10am Holy Communion
10am Bumps and Babes
Monday 9th
4.15pm Elements

Tuesday 24th
9am Re:fresh
5pm Elements

Sunday 8th
9am Service of the Word
10.30am The Morning Service
6.30pm The Evening Service

Monday 23rd
4.15pm Elements

Saturday 7th
9.30am Saturday Re:fresh
10am Healing on the Streets

Sunday 22nd
9am Service of the Word
10.30am All Age Service
2.30pm Seniors’ Afternoon Tea
6.30pm The Evening Service
Friday 6th
9am Re:fresh
7pm Elements

Saturday 21st
9am Work Morning

Thursday 5th
10am Toddlers

Friday 20th
9am Re:fresh

Wednesday 4th
10am Holy Communion
10am Bumps and Babes

Thursday 19th
10am Toddlers

Tuesday 3rd
9am Re:fresh
5pm Elements

Wednesday 18th
10am Holy Communion

Monday 2nd
4.15pm Elements

Tuesday 17th
9am Re:fresh

Monday 16th
4.15pm Elements

CUT HERE

Sunday 1st
9am Holy Communion
10.30am Morning Communion
6.30pm The Evening Service
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Over lunch we updated the calendar with new bookings
for people coming to our house for retreat. We’ve had
three retreats and two family gatherings since we moved
in, and four more booked. This is part of God’s plan for
our large house and garden. If you would like to know
more then visit our website,
https://adventusaccounting.wixsite.com/ashbyacres.

(Continued from p1)
The Anglican Communion embodies considerable
and valuable soft power which can be and is
exercised for good in the world.

ENCOMPASS

The answer is the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, who has had a heart for the stricken people of
this largely neglected and forgotten country since a visit
shortly after independence. He has spoken movingly
and with great faith and conviction on the subject in
2014.
More recently, in the context of explaining the place of
righteous anger within prayer, he drew upon those
experiences to explain how inadequate he felt after
coming across a massacre scene and being asked to
consecrate a mass grave.

As Lent commences he has spoken on the place of
lament in prayer being worthy of our attention.
Last weekend, some of that prayer appeared to be
answered. Once again, the two leaders of rival South
Sudanese factions agreed to try once again to create a
government of national Unity. We should pray that this
succeeds: it previously broke down in 2018.
.

What has not made the national news (or the BBC
website) is the central role the church has played in
these peace negotiations. The Anglican Archbishop
and Primate of South Sudan was (and remains) pivotal
in bringing together the parties, as have been leaders of
the Roman Catholic and Presbyterian churches. And on
Saturday last, the new Government encompassing
former enemies took up office.
In expectation of this, both Archbishop Justin and Pope
Francis have provisionally planned a joint visit in the
coming months to work further toward peace and
reconcilaition. This follows a Vatican retreat last April
during which the Primate and Pope brought together
President Kiir and Vice President Machar and explored
the path to a renewed peace effort.
Exploring this story led me to a number of tentative
conclusions:
Faith still matters in a very practical sense in the
modern world.
(Continued on p4)

Penny Stephens

Life after St Stephen’s: a note from
Graham & Lynda Jones

Encompass caught up with Penny Stephen’s and asked,
“What do you do?”

When Lynda and I moved to our new home in Yorkshire
last September, we didn’t expect to find another church
like St Stephen’s. But we thought we’d try. Up here,
there’s no shortage of pretty, medieval churches in
picture-postcard settings. The ideal, we thought, would
be something picturesque with a lively congregation.

As a Chaplain I am alongside people. Offering spiritual
support in a hospice is about following the lead of the
person concerned- would they like to have some
company, or be left alone? Would they like to laugh, to
chat about family/football or whatever - do they feel
they would like to express anxieties, frustrations, fears?
What really matters to them? What gives inner strength?
For some people approaching the end of their lives,
revisiting memories is important; for others simply taking
things one moment at a time. My work is to be flexible,
not to impose anything, to be part of a holistic team
offering physical, social and spiritual support in an open
way. Quite often people like to talk about their sense of
God, perhaps in creation, or a private or changing
spirituality – and often people like to have prayers, with
quiet companionship.

So we started our search. People were friendly, the
churches were beautiful and the services were
splendidly traditional. But somehow the culture didn’t
feel right in the first few churches we tried. We realised
we’d lost the habit of singing to an organ, hymnbook in
hand, like most Anglican congregations still do.

visits; often with time on the ward; time with those who
have been bereaved; with those adjusting to the
prospect of dying, or with patients preparing to return
My work is to serve people in whatever their wishes and home, or to a nursing home. There is a great deal of love
views may be. I love it, and for me it must be rooted and and good humour, courage and resilience to marvel at,
grounded in the love of God for all people, undergirded as well as honesty as people face challenges, sorrow
by trust in God and prayer. I am licensed by the diocese and regret - anxiety and fears.
but am employed by the hospice, and previously served Perhaps there are times for each of us to reflect on the
in a parish as Vicar.
things that really matter to us, and how we would like to
live each day we are given?
At Hospice in the Weald, as a Chaplaincy team, we
hold a ‘Gathering’ in the Quiet Room with music,
Penny Stephens
reflection and prayer each weekday at 12 noon, and
memorial events through the year. There is a rhythm to
things but every day is different – sometimes with home

Chaplains, worship…and next
Did you know… that as well as four congregations at
St Stephen’s and St Eanswythe’s, we also have three
congregations in Barnes Lodge, Tonbridge House and
Rosewell?

Graham Jones

On the reverse we have included all the events
and activities coming up this month. Please pray
for them, including praying for all involved in
leading and serving in numerous ways.

throughout the month please also pray…

That’s not all…but the rest is still a dream (vision?) There
are five blocks with Wardens very close to church. Most
years we don’t even manage to deliver cards, as they

So St Michael’s is now our home. We don’t yet know
what our role will be, but we wait to see. And we have a
feeling that God might be at work, even in tiny Tollerton.

CUT HERE

for all in our country who have been dealing
with flooding in recent weeks;

It is such a joy to be part of this; it is such a joy to see
peoples’ faces when they haven’t been able to get to a Sheila Perkins
church service for months or even years; it is such a joy
to be profusely thanked each time and always asked
when we’ll be back.

Most of all, we felt that people here were real. On our
first Sunday, the preacher (one of two lady vicars
covering six churches) spoke of her devastation that one
of those churches had just had its lead roof stolen. She
was very upset with God! To us, that kind of honesty was
part of the appeal. We’ve since found there’s been a lot
of tragedy in this little congregation: maybe that
contributes to the genuineness of the fellowship we think
we’ve found.

Encompass would like to apologize to Sheila Bell.
Sheila wrote a lovely article on Candlemas in the last
edition of Encompass, but it was accidentally listed as
written by Jean, not Sheila. Our sincere apologies Sheila,
and many thanks for an interesting article.

for those throughout the world who are
working to tackle the Coronavirus—and that
the virus will be contained and a vaccine
produced;

If you are interested — or in being on the current care
home teams — please talk to me. Barnes Lodge has no
worship on one Tuesday each month, and Tonbridge
House would like one more Chaplain please. To be a
Chaplain you need to be someone who is good at
listening and able to read the Bible and pray with those
you visit. To help with worship we need anyone who’d
like to be there, and some who can plan and lead.
There’s good support and training for anyone interested.

Tollerton Church – definitely not picturesque!

An Encompass apology

for us as a church as we explore Stewardship
of our world through our Sunday teaching as
part of our Lent series;

This sort of Chaplaincy would be different… perhaps a
notice-board with Church details and the way to
contact a Chaplain. I would need to start with a
conversation with the people responsible for each block
(Russett Housing). It wouldn’t include door-knocking or a
weekly service but it would probably be a case of
seeing what was needed and what works.

And what was that? Well culture and style play a part:
we at least knew the songs and felt a moment of
recognition when the lady operating the AV had to
zoom backwards and forwards to keep up with the
band. I say ‘band’, but we’re talking two guitars and an
occasional pianist. But the spirit of the place reminded
us very much of St Stephen’s, just with twenty people
instead of two hundred.

for our team preparing for next month’s Easter
Holiday Club;

In the two weeks before Christmas we had a carol
service and a Communion service in each place. At the
Cottage Hospital we were expecting about five
patients, but more and more kept coming…those of us
helping had to give up our seats and squeeze into tiny
spaces… and then as we started singing carols a few
staff came and blocked the doorway!

But before that let’s pray for these people and let’s pray
that God will put the idea on someone’s heart to be a
Chaplain.

Young people and guitars? We thought we’d have a
look. Disappointingly, St Michael’s, Tollerton, is not
picturesque – built on a housing estate in the 1950s and
looking like a school hall. But after two or three visits, we
realised we’d found what we were looking for.

for all those we’re inviting to our next Alpha
Course starting next month.

We have seven Chaplains working in these homes and
at Tonbridge Cottage Hospital, and there are also small
teams which go in to lead the worship (with Communion
once a month). It is now much easier with large-print
hymn booklets and downloaded music. Because we are
in every (or nearly every) week the staff are getting to
know us, and are really positive about getting people
together and setting up the right room in the best way.

are locked. Two of the five have no-one coming to
church…yet in Tonbridge House over a third of the
residents join in worship. If you’d like to be a Chaplain…

Then we heard of a church that sounded different. “Oh,
yes, Tollerton,” someone said to us after one particular
service. “We went there once, but they had young
people and guitars, so we came here instead.”

