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Sunday 1st 

9am Service of the Word 

10.30am Streams 

6.30pm The Evening Service 
 

Tuesday 3rd 

9am Re:fresh 
 

Wednesday 4th 

10am Holy Communion 
 

Thursday 5th 

10am Men in the Morning 
 

Friday 6th 

9am Re:fresh 

9.30am Woman to Woman 
 

Saturday 7th 

9am Re:fresh 

10am Healing on the Streets 
 

Sunday 8th 

9am Holy Communion 

10.30am Holy Communion 

6.30pm The Evening Service 
 

Monday 9th 

4.15pm Raucous 
 

Tuesday 10th 

9am Re:fresh 

5pm Younger Elements 
 

Wednesday 11th 

10am Holy Communion 

10am Bumps and Babes 
 

Thursday 12th 

10am Men in the Morning 
 

Friday 13th 

9am Re:fresh 

9.30am Woman to Woman 

7pm Older Elements 
 

Saturday 14th 

9am Ride and Stride 

9am Prayer Ministry Training 

10am Healing on the Streets 

7pm The Mix 
 

Sunday 15th 

9am Service of the Word 

10.30am Baptism Service 

6.30pm Evening Communion 
 

Monday 16th 

4.15pm Raucous 
 

 

 

 

Tuesday 17th 

9am Re:fresh 

5pm Younger Elements 
 

Wednesday 18th 

10am Bumps and Babes 
 

Thursday 19th 

10am Men in the Morning 
 

Friday 20th 

9am Re:fresh 

9.30am Woman to Woman 

7pm Older Elements 
 

Saturday 21st 

9am Walking Group 

9.45am Who let the Dads Out? 

10am Healing on the Streets 
 

Sunday 22nd 

9am Holy Communion 

10.30am The Morning Service 

2.30pm Seniors’ Afternoon Tea 

6.30pm The Evening Service 
 

Monday 23rd 

4.15pm Raucous 
 

Tuesday 24th 

9am Re:fresh 

5pm Younger Elements 

8pm Baptism Preparation 
 

Wednesday 25th 

10am Holy Communion 

10am Bumps and Babes 
 

Thursday 26th 

10am Men in the Morning 
 

Friday 27th 

9am Macmillan in Re:fresh 

9.30am Woman to Woman 

7pm Older Elements 
 

Saturday 28th 

10am Healing on the Streets 

7pm The Mix 
 

Sunday 29th 

9am Service of the Word 

10.30am Holy Communion 

6.30pm The Evening Service 
 

Monday 30th 

4.15pm Raucous 
 

September Prayer Diary 
 

When you pray this month please also pray for... 
 

 all those who are starting or going back to  

 pre-school, school or university 

 the first Kids Club meeting 

 anyone who is new to church 

 all who are considering being Baptised or 

 Confirmed in October 

 all those in our government and who are responsible 

 for our nation at this time of change  

 

We’ve also included all the events and activities 

coming up this month. Please pray for them, including 

praying for everyone involved in leading and serving in 

numerous ways. 

Our new look Prayer Diary 
 

We’ve made a change to our monthly prayer diary, 

including it here on the back page of Encompass. 
 

Below are some specific things to pray for this month, as 

well as a reminder of all the events and activities coming 

up, which we’d also love you to pray about. 

 

How to use: 

 Option 1: you can leave it here on the back of 

 Encompass and pray throughout the month for the 

 events and activities coming up, as well as the prayer 

 suggestions. 

 Option 2: if you like to use the Prayer Diary as a 

 bookmark, once you have read the articles in this 

 month’s Encompass, you can cut and fold along the 

 lines below to use it as a reminder during the month. 

CUT HERE 
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“Scattered Servants” is the title to a book I am presently 

reading by Alan Scott, pastor of the Causeway Coast 

Vineyard Church in Northern Ireland. In it he writes 

about the fact that we can get very focussed on 

growing the church that we lose that call to “go” and to 

bless our towns and cities and communities. 
 

“Discipling” is another book I am reading by Mark 

Dever, in which he explains how to cultivate a culture of 

discipling as a normal part of our everyday life. 
 

As I reflect on these two books, it feels like a tug-of-war; 

should we as a church focus on the “Go” or on the 

“and make disciples” (see the Great Commission in 

Matthew 28)? Both books seem to have strong 

arguments, and depending which I have just read, I 

sometimes wonder: 
 

 Should we stop church services and Connect Groups,  

 and encourage everyone to go and be a blessing to  

 others? 

 Or should we stop ministries and focus on building up 

 the church so that we may be better disciples of the 

 Lord Jesus Christ? 
 

And in my reflections, I have decided that neither Alan 

Scott nor Mark Dever are right, and neither are they 

wrong — rather it is “both and”. We are called to grow 

as disciples, but we are also called to go and make 

disciples; and so my title to this article; “Scattered 

Disciples”. 
 

Over the years we have had quite a strong focus on the 

community, perhaps summed up in the church 

weekend Paul Harcourt led for us entitled “Blessed to be 

a blessing”. Over this time, various ministries have begun 

such as “Who Let the Dads Out?”, Healing on the Streets 

(which actually began at the Causeway Coast 

Vineyard), and Refresh — three very different ministries 

reaching different groups of people, and hopefully 

each blessing our community and town in their own 

way. And long may we continue to do this. For, if we 

cease to be a church that looks outward, we will cease 

to be a church following the example of God. As I was 

saying in the Theology Stream at the end of August, 

throughout Scripture we find that God is a sending God 

— ultimately seen in John 3 where we are told that 

“God so loved the world that he sent his Son”. And then 

at the end of the gospel, in John 20, Jesus says, “As the 

 

father has sent me, so I am sending you”. 
 

But we are not just called to go to the people living 

around us, to our parish; we are also called to the 

places where we spend our days — our work, school, 

home. These are the frontline that God has given each 

one of us, and we are “blessed to be a blessing” in 

these places as well. We need to be praying for the 

people where we spend most of our waking time, and 

as a church be praying and supporting one another in 

those places. I wonder how we might better help and 

support people in their everyday workplaces. 
 

I believe that one of those ways is to help people in their 

discipleship. In order to send the disciples out, Jesus first 

spent time with them helping them grow as disciples. 

And so discipleship has become a key focus for us for a 

season. Last term, we spent our Sunday services 

considering what it looks like to be a disciple through 

two letters to the early church. Over the summer, we 

have then looked at some of the first disciples and what 

we can learn from them. And in the coming term, we 

will consider nine key discipleship priorities we find in the 

Bible. This is not so that we become an inwardly 

focussed church, but in order to equip us and build us 

up so that we may “go”. 
 

As Jesus prepared to leave his disciples, he said to them 

in Acts 1, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in  
 

Continued on p3. 

 

Scattered Disciples 



If... 
 

If you heard that a church had set up new 

congregations and now 50-60 extra people were 

worshipping weekly in that parish you’d probably read 

to the end of the article to find out how they’d done it. 
 

If you heard that this had happened with minimal input 

from the clergy would you be amazed? 
 

If you found out that it was in your parish would you 

want to find out more and think about possibly joining 

in? 
 

If so please read on… St Stephen’s now has chaplains 

and worship teams in Barnes Lodge, Tonbridge House 

and Rosewell. Last week, between them, the 

congregations numbered 54. This has happened 

through a few people who have a heart for those who 

need care who give up anything from half a day a 

week (Chaplains) to half a day a month so that the 

residents have someone to talk to and somewhere to 

worship. 
 

The people who do this are ordinary church members. 

Some of them have had some dementia training. All of 

them have done safeguarding training. They are 

equipped with books, an ipad or similar for the music, 

they learn from those who have been doing this for 

longer and it makes a massive difference to those who  

come to join in the worship. 
 

Relatives, carers and Care Home Managers are being 

increasingly enthusiastic about this but there is still room 

for growth. There are vacancies for three more 

Chaplains and about six more people to be involved in 

worship. If you have a heart for this area of ministry and 

can spare a Monday or Tuesday afternoon at least once 

a month you may like to join a worship team — musical 

ability isn’t required, just your presence and willingness to 

take part. If you can give half a day a week you may 

like to be a chaplain, anything from half a day a month 

upwards to join the worship teams.  
 

If you have just a few minutes free please would you 

pray for this ministry to expand? If you are interested in 

finding out a bit more please speak to me. 
 

Sheila Perkins 

Introducing: Helen Noble 
 

My first memory of Church is singing in the choir at 

Farningham Church along with my two younger 

brothers. The services, like the choristers’ attire, were 

traditional Matins and Evensong. That’s probably why I 

loved the early BCP service at St Stephen’s. 
 

I moved to Tonbridge in 1990 having worked here since 

1988 when I began my training to be a solicitor. Shortly 

after that I met Alex, now my husband, who was a 

teacher at Judd. We married in my childhood church in 

Farningham, although our banns were read at  

St Stephen’s as we both lived in the parish. 
 

I started worshipping at St John’s in Hildenborough when 

our two daughters, Molly and Lucy were at primary 

school in Hildenborough. Molly joined the Youth Group 

at St Stephen’s once she started at Bennett, as many of 

her friends on the school bus came to St Stephen’s on 

Sunday and to the mid-week group. Very kindly, Iz 

Plimmer, who I had first met when Molly and Iz’s son 

James started primary school together, tucked Molly 

under her wing on Sunday mornings. I started 

worshipping at St Stephen’s fairly soon afterwards and 

then Lucy joined the Youth Group as well. They were 

enthusiastic members for most of their time at school. 
 

I belong to the Spickernell Home Group which can be 

very lively at times. I really enjoy the fellowship of the 

group. I bake for Re:fresh on the first Tuesday of the 

month and our Home Group puts on Seniors Tea once a 

month. Alex often looks longingly at the cakes 

disappearing out of our front door! 
 

I welcome once a month and so I feel I recognise most 

people at Church — at least those who attend the 

morning service. Since the demise of the BCP service, I 

sometimes attend St Eanswythe’s. The service isn’t 

markedly different and given the ‘merger’ of the two 

churches, I hope those who worship at St Eanswythe’s 

feel they would like to come to St Stephen’s from time to 

time and vice versa. A year ago I became a member of 

the PCC. Both the girls had moved away — Lucy to 

London and Molly to Auckland (temporarily we hope!) I 

reduced my working days to three a week and so I felt I 

had more time on my hands.  I don’t claim to have a 

complete understanding of all facets of church life, but 

hopefully by the end of my tenure on the PCC I will. 
 

Helen Noble 

Sunday Funday 
 

All Christians are called to “love your neighbour as 

yourself” and, as we begin to implement our new vision, 

what better example is there to show how to “Love our 

Neighbour” than the recent Sunday Funday. 
 

Led by the Tonbridge Baptist Church, and involving 10 

other Churches (including St Stephen’s), the Sunday 

Funday was a completely free event where everyone 

was welcome. There was entertainment all day long, 

including puppets, music, drumming lessons, Scottish 

dancing, a choir made up from people across the 

churches and a fantastic dog show which was the 

highlight of the day. There were lots of games for people 

to play, at no charge, where the noisiest one had to be 

the Thomas the Tank Engine game run by Ken Hicks (I 

can still hear the words “Slow Down!” ringing in my ears).  

And, although there was food that could be bought, 

people could bring their own and there were free soft 

drinks available. 
 

Also at the Sunday Funday nearly 30 organisations were 

there to provide support and information to the local 

community including Crosslight, DAVSS, FEAST, YMCA 

and Healing on the Streets (where you could get a hand 

massage!) 
 

As someone said to me on the day, there are families 

who are about to start the long summer holidays and 

wondering how they are going to entertain their children 

when they have no or little money.  And here was an 

event that they could start the holidays with that did not 

cost a penny and, for once, nothing was asked for in 

return just Christians showing both their and God’s love 

for them, and some 4,500 people did just that (and the 

200 volunteers).  
 

I have to confess when I found out that I was going to 

be helping at the event all day I didn’t think it was the 

best way I could spend my Sunday.  But having done it I 

am so glad I did.  It was a blessing to watch so many 

people enjoying themselves, joining in the different 

activities and just generally having fun.   
 

Lyn Hams 

Continued from p1: 
 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth”. We have heard over the summer how the 

disciples were then scattered over the world - Peter to 

Rome, Thomas to India, Matthew to Ethiopia….  

So as I read these books, I recognise the “both and”,  

and my hope and prayer is that we will both grow as 

disciples, in order that we may be sent out by Jesus into 

all the earth. This is surely what it means to be “Scattered  

 
 

Disciples”. Now that would be a title to a book which I 

would like to read! 
 

May you be blessed to be a blessing. 
 

Mark Barker 


