
May 2019 - forthcoming events 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

Key to abbreviations: 
 

AAS = All Age Service 
ATTR = A Time to Remember 
BB = Bumps and Babes 
BTS = Baptism Service 
CC = Community Centre 
CG = Central Gathering 
Conf = Confirmation 

 1 2 3 4 5 

10am HC 

10am BB 

10am MITM 

 

9am Re:fresh 

9.30am W2W 

7pm OE 

9am Re:fresh 

10am HotS 

10am Steps Open 

           Morning 

9am HC 

10.30am HC 

6.30pm TES 

 

 

6 BANK HOL. 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 9am Re:fresh 

5pm YE 

10am HC 

10am BB 

10am MITM 

10am Toddlers 

9am Re:fresh 

9.30am W2W 

7pm OE 

9am WG 

10am HotS 

7pm The Mix 

9am SOW 

10.30am TMS 

6.30pm TES 

 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

4.15pm RAU 9am Re:fresh 

5pm YE 

10am HC 

10am BB 

10am MITM 

10am Toddlers 

9am Re:fresh 

9.30am W2W 

7pm OE 

9.45am WLTDO? 

10am HotS 

9am HC 

10.30am BTS 

1pm WL 

2.30pm SAT 

6.30pm HC 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

4.15pm RAU 9am Re:fresh 

5pm YE 

10am HC 

10am BB 

10am MITM 9am Re:fresh 

9.30am W2W 

7pm OE 

9am WG 

10am HotS 

7pm The Mix 

9am SOW 

10.30am TMS 

6.30pm TES 

 

27 BANK HOL. 28 29 30 31  

 9am Re:fresh 

5pm YE 

10am HC 

10am BB 

10am MITM 

10am Toddlers 

9am Re:fresh 

9.30am W2W 

7pm OE 

P&P = Prayer & Praise 
RAU = Raucous Yr7s 
SAT = Seniors’ Afternoon Tea 
SOW = Service of the Word 
TES = The Evening Service 
TG = Thanksgiving 
TMS = The Morning Service 

W2W = Woman to Woman 
WG = Walking Group 
WL = Welcome Lunch 
WM = Work Morning 
WOAM = Women on a Mission 
WLTDO = Who let the dads out 
YE = Younger Elements 

HC = Holy Communion 
HGL = Home Group Leaders 
HotS = Healing on the Street 
MITM = Men in the morning 
MP = Morning Prayer 
OC = Open Church 
OE = Older Elements 

The wall of answered prayer 
 

Have you heard about The Wall of Answered Prayer? It 

will be a piece of architectural sculpture made 

of a million bricks with each one representing an  

answered prayer. This colossal structure will sit by the 

side of a motorway in the UK, where it will be seen by 

thousands of people each day. 
 

Answered prayers are being collected now. How many 

could you submit? There was an international design 

competition, and there are now five short-listed designs 

for The Wall. The land where it will be built was secured 

in January 2019, and this location along with the  

winning design will be announced this May. 
 

Visit www.thewall.org.uk for details. 

St Stephen’s & St Eanswythe’s 

t. 01732 771977 
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Charity No: 1132563 

What happened at Easter? Jesus died for my sins – and 

yours – and everyone else’s over all of time. Jesus rose 

from the dead to overcome death so that we might 

enjoy eternal life. 
 

And the curtain in the temple – the immense, thick 

curtain (2 Chron 3:14), 20 cubits or 10m high, was torn in 

two from top to bottom. That couldn’t have been done 

by humans. “And when Jesus had cried out again in a 

loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom” (Matt 27:50—51). 
 

It’s just a very short verse in a passage packed with 

enormously important news; it’s easy to miss; behind this 

curtain was the ‘Most Holy Place’ in King Solomon’s 

temple. Inside were 10m gold cherubim and the Ark of 

the Covenant. It was so holy that only one priest, once a 

year went in and then only after offering sacrifices and 

while burning incense (Lev 16). 
 

The Most Holy Place was where God said he would 

meet with his people or where the presence of God 

was. 
 

The significance of the curtain being torn was that now, 

from the point when Jesus died for our sins, we could all 

have access to God all the time. Prayer is an enormous 

privilege. 
 

Jesus died so that we could be in relationship with God 

at all times and in all places. We can talk to him 

anywhere, about anything, as often as we want to. 

It means that our faith is both personal and collective 

and not just through a priest. It’s amazing that the 

creator of the universe and all that is in it is interested in 

us and in everything we do (Ps 8). Wow. 
 

Some people have great privileges and don’t use them. 

Many Christians fall into that category! 
 

Recently we seem to have been having special times of 

prayer rather regularly in church. There was the week 

before Advent when we prayed for the Christmas 

season in church and we also prayed for our Nation. 

There were sheets to take home and packs for families. 

Then Mark called us to a time of prayer and fasting 

during Lent with Holy Communion at the start on Ash 

Wednesday and at the end on Maundy Thursday. 

Perhaps you feel that’s enough prayer and certainly 

enough fasting – Lent does seem to go on forever! 

Now it’s May and May 30th is Ascension; the start of 10 

days of prayer (Thy Kingdom Come) called for by our 

Archbishops. It started a few years ago just in this 

country and it has now spread worldwide – you can 

read more at www.thykingomcome.global. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

For just 10 days the Archbishops and many other 

Christian leaders are calling all Christians around the 

world to pray together. There are always 3 themes: 
 

 To pray the Lord’s Prayer 

 To pray for five friends to come to know Christ 

 To pray for our Nation 
 

This year as a church we are adding one more; To pray 

for the vision of our church – in particular: 
 

 For the connect groups 

 For the appointment of an associate Vicar 

 For wisdom in all decisions 
 

What a privilege to be able to pray to Almighty God 

about anything that is on our minds…and how amazing 

when he answers! 
 

We tend to try to tell God what to do and perhaps 

that’s a natural human response to problems but I have 

been trying to teach myself to look for what God is 

doing and try not to focus on what I asked for. After all 

God is somewhat wiser than I am and gives far better 

answers to my prayers than I have imagined. But not 

always. Sometimes the answer is no – and sometimes 

wait and that can be very hard. 
 

While we wait we are to be like the persistent widow 

(Luke 19) and prayerfully seek an answer. Sometimes we 

realise that we won’t understand what God is doing – or 

why – this side of heaven. During the tough times do 

remember that God is good and He loves you 

unconditionally. He loves to hear from you. 
 

Please join in the prayers during Thy Kingdom Come and 

then let’s all keep our eyes open to see what God does 

in response. God bless you in your prayer time. 
 

Sheila Perkins 

 

We’re Easter people 



Jungle Adventure Easter Holiday 

Club 2019 
 

Over three mornings we welcomed 60-70 children aged 

4-11, to our Easter Holiday club!  The groups (Caiman, 

Jaguar, River Dolphins, Howler Monkeys, Spider 

Monkeys, Poison Dart Frogs, Parrots and Toucans) with 

their team leaders and helpers, spent time getting to 

know each other, chatting and making things for their 

group area. Then all the groups met together for worship 

songs, Bible story and the messy contest! This year our 

messy contests included eating real dried bugs (we got 

some of the young leaders to do it!) 
 

The children spent one hour visiting different activities 

with their groups - including sports and parachute 

games, crafts, snacks and group time. The group time 

was particularly important as the children got the 

opportunity to talk about the Bible story and pray 

together. Our Bible stories were: the House on the Rock, 

the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan, all stories that 

Jesus told and that we should listen carefully to. At the 

end of the morning we all returned to sing together, to 

pray and to learn our memory verse. Lots of children 

wrote challenges for each other and the leaders, such 

as doing a cartwheel or silly dancing!  
 

We would like to say a big thank you to all our helpers 

and leaders. They were: Gillian (craft leader) and Ruth 

(group leader) who both helped with planning too!  

Glynis and Edith, who worked on the registers and 

refreshments (and Dawn in the office who set up the 

registers!), Craig who did our photography and made a 

great video of the week, Row Wills who helped with 

crafts, Suzie Decker, Ann Wills, Rachael Hosier, Kathryn 

De Freitas, Vicky and Dave Widdicombe, Jan and Hilary 

Smith, Anita Keywood, Adam Winnifrith and Ed Spalding 

- all amazing group leaders and helpers; and Molly Smith 

and Daisy Widdicombe, who both came back from 

university to help with groups! We also had a great team 

of young people: Stuart, Hannah, Elisha, Theo and Sarah 

(who did actions and the quiz too!), and of course Ed 

sorting out all the sound and lights! Also  thank you to 

the amazing crew - who made themselves very useful 

putting out equipment, tidying, washing up, helping out 

and being brilliant - Jonny, Rebekah, Amanda, Amy, 

Toby, Nathan and Rachel!! 
 

All the children and their families were invited to our 

Easter services. Later in the year, we would love to have 

some kids’ events to follow on from Holiday Club and 

help families feel more connected to our church. If you 

would like to help at these or future holiday clubs, please 

contact Sarah.  
 

Sarah Brown 

An Area Dean 
 

Some of you may have been present when Archdeacon 

Julie came to St. Stephen’s to commission me to be the 

Area Dean of Tonbridge. It was a lovely service, shared 

with brothers and sisters from across the Deanery (which 

covers 9 parishes in all, stretching from Hildenborough to 

Edenbridge and Crockham Hill). But what does an Area 

Dean do? 
 

Well, I am still discovering that! Some things I already 

knew about, some I discovered on the description of the 

role which was handed to me at the service and others 

seem to pop up out of nowhere (the final clause in the 

role description is “The Area Dean is to perform such 

other duties as may from time to time be entrusted by 

the bishop”). 
 

First and foremost an Area Dean has a pastoral 

responsibility for the clergy and an overview of ministry in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the area. To this end I have been spending time getting 

to know our local clergy better and am in the process of 

visiting churches to preach or preside. 
 

But I also have a more formal and legal role in 

overseeing the Deanery and making sure that things are 

done properly, supporting clergy and church wardens 

where needed. For example, I might be consulted 

about an issue to do with graveyards (I’m on a steep 

learning curve) and I have to conduct triennial 

inspections in each parish to check that buildings and 

land are properly maintained (I don’t have to go up 

ladders, just see the documentation), log books up to 

date, insurance in place, communion sets accounted 

for etc. I’m supposed to inspect the choir robes too, but 

that is way beyond my skill set! 
 

Perhaps the biggest demand of the role is when a 

church is in an interregnum. When this happens I 

become the Priest in Charge of the parish and legally 

responsible for it, along with the Church Wardens. In 

practice what this requires of me will differ from parish to 

parish and there will, hopefully, be colleagues, lay and 

ordained, who will assist in the week by week running of 

services etc. But I will have a role in helping the 

Archdeacon and Bishop to liaise with the parish about 

the future appointment of a new clergyperson and all 

the things that need to be done to facilitate that.  
 

So, an extra hat for me to wear and balance along with 

my Community Chaplaincy one, my place here in  

St Stephen’s and several other areas of ministry. But a 

hat that so far I have enjoyed wearing and which has a 

lot of room for growth and scope for fulfilling, kingdom 

focussed ministry. 
 

Miriam Barker 

Anna Chaplaincy 
 

“The problem with dementia is not that people forget, it 

is that they are forgotten.”  These are the words of 

theologian John Swinton in his ground-breaking 2012 

book ‘Dementia: Living in the Memories of God’. 
 

In the Diocese of Rochester, we are working hard to 

ensure that the needs of people with dementia and 

their families remain at the forefront of our minds, 

especially when they are less able to come to church or 

participate in other community activities.  We are doing 

this in two ways – firstly, by establishing Anna Chaplaincy 

in parishes across Kent, in partnership with The Bible 

Reading Fellowship (BRF), and secondly, by supporting 

churches to set up groups and activities that are 

dementia friendly. 
 

Anna Chaplains and Anna Friends can be lay or 

ordained people, some are paid but most in Rochester 

Diocese are volunteers. Their role is to offer spiritual 

accompaniment to older people and people with 

dementia: whether or not they have a faith, everyone 

has spiritual needs, so we provide spiritual care to 

people of strong faith, little faith, or none. 
 

St Stephen’s has a thriving ministry with older people and 

people with dementia. From the monthly seniors’ 

afternoon tea, to the ministry teams visiting the new care 

homes (Barnes Lodge and Tonbridge House), many 

church members are giving their time and energy to 

provide friendship and support to older people and 

ensure they are included in the life of the community.  

St Stephen’s has two Anna Friends – Ian Milton and Jean 

Wilson – who are both chaplains at Barnes Lodge. They 

meet regularly with others in nearby churches involved 

in Anna Chaplaincy, and are offered training and 

support by the Diocese. 
 

Another way in which Tonbridge churches are working 

to ensure people with dementia are not forgotten is 

through participating actively in Tonbridge Dementia 

Friendly Community (tonbridgedfc.org.uk). Tonbridge 

DFC can arrange for Dementia Friends sessions to help 

local people increase their awareness of dementia – do 

request a session for a group to which you belong if you 

sense it would be helpful. 
 

Through these tireless efforts of Tonbridge volunteers, 

people with dementia will not be forgotten, in Swinton’s 

words, but will remain valued members of the 

community. 
 

Julia Burton-Jones 

Anna Chaplaincy lead and dementia specialist for the 

Diocese of Rochester. For more information contact 

julia.burton-jones@rochester.anglican.org. 


