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P&P = Prayer & Praise 
RAU = Raucous Yr7s 
SAT = Seniors’ Afternoon Tea 
SOW = Service of the Word 
TES = The Evening Service 
TG = Thanksgiving 
TMS = The Morning Service 

W2W = Woman to Woman 
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WLTDO = Who let the dads out 
YE = Younger Elements 

HC = Holy Communion 
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HotS = Healing on the Street 
MITM = Men in the morning 
MP = Morning Prayer 
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OE = Older Elements 
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A spiritual journey 
 

As we have recently been thinking of the journey the 

three wise men made to visit the baby Jesus, 

Encompass thought this inspirational reflection would 

be appropriate to share. 
 

Would you like to go on a spiritual pilgrimage? The  

writer Herman Hesse wrote of such a thing in his book 

‘Journey to the East’. But his travellers never reached 

their destination. They disbanded wearily, and returned 

home frustrated —  only to find the lessons in grace 

awaiting them in their own towns and each of their 

homes, was what they sought. 
 

So by all means, travel far abroad, but if it’s a spiritual 

journey you want to go on, begin and end wherever 

you happen to be.  All of the lessons, and all of the 

achievements, will be right there, waiting for you. 
 

Wherever this year may lead you, don’t necessarily go 

far afield; look in your home and your surroundings, our 

church and our town, and see where God leads you 

from there. Happy Journeying. 
 

Jean Wilson 

At the Connect Group I am a member of, we are using 

the Sunday sermon series as our Bible study and 

someone asked this week why I chose Joel. I could 

answer because I believe God took me to this prophetic 

book six months ago, but the question still remains as to 

whether Joel has anything to say to the church today? 
 

Joel is the second book in the twelve so-called ‘minor 

prophets’ (Hosea through to Malachi) but unlike Hosea 

and Amos and others, it does not tell us when it was 

written or when the events recorded in it happened. 

Although little is certain about this prophet, it does seem 

as if Joel was writing in the midst of crisis. A devastating 

locust plague had attacked Israel and left virtually no 

vines or grain: “The land is like the garden of Eden 

before them, but after them a desolate 

wilderness” (2:3). But for Joel the tragedy is felt most 

keenly because “the cereal offering and drink offering 

are cut off from the house of the Lord” (1:9). The plague 

was no accident. Joel sees it as a judgment from God 

on the people who had become complacent and self-

focussed.  
 

So Joel calls for repentance. Indeed, in Joel we find the 

message of the whole Bible in a nutshell: salvation amid 

judgment. 
 

Joel, and in fact the whole Bible is clear, judgment is 

inevitable. Indeed, in light of God’s justice and holiness, 

it would be wrong of God not to judge. Judgment will 

come both upon all those who reject God outright, as 

well as on those who claim to know him yet who have 

resisted true repentance, choosing instead to worship 

him in a merely formal, external, and hollow way.  
 

Yet salvation awaits all who sincerely call upon the Lord. 

He welcomes into his family those who truly cry out to 

him, whether they come from the most religious or from 

the most ungodly background. To all those who trust in 

the Lord and what he has done in Jesus Christ for the 

salvation of sinners, God will grant full and free 

forgiveness of sins. More than this, he will pour out his 

Spirit on them (2:28). And one day God will finally bring 

all his people into a restored new creation, a return to 

Eden: “And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet 

wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the 

streambeds of Judah shall flow with water; and a  

 

fountain shall come forth from the house of the 

Lord” (3:18). 
 

This message was relevant for the people of Judah in 

Joel’s day – they faced judgment and needed to turn 

back to God, and if they did so, the God who “is 

gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 

abounding in love” (2:13) would forgive them and bless 

them. And we know that this is the gospel message for 

today, revealed to us in Jesus Christ; as well as being the 

message of Revelation which looks forward to that day 

when Christ will return and we will all stand before the 

judgment seat. 
 

So, just as Joel called the people to “a holy fast…a 

sacred assembly” (2:15), it seemed appropriate, as we 

look forward to what God has planned for us in the 

coming years in the hope that God will pour out his 

blessings upon us afresh, that I sound the trumpet and 

call us as a church to use Lent as a season of prayer 

and repentance. 
 

As I prepared this article, I received news that the 

Archbishop’s Task Group has called the Anglican 

Communion to a Season of Prayer & Repentance, and 

they write, “we’ve been very clear when we first 

proposed a season of repentance that this is about the 

biblical admonition that all have sinned and fallen short 

Why Joel? 

(continued on p2) 



Men in the Morning 
 

Men in the Morning — calling it ‘Men in Winter’ felt too 

old, while calling it ‘Men in Spring’ was far too optimistic! 

— started in January 2012 after nearly a year discussing, 

praying and spending a quiet day at ‘The Sisters of  

St Andrews, Edenbridge’. Rev John Perkins, Stephen 

Barbor, Dave Wilson and Rowland Wills, meeting during 

that year, felt prayerfully that a morning group for men 

was needed at St Stephen’s. 
 

The Connect Group began with a few men meeting in 

Rowland Wills’ home each week, but after 2014, as we 

grew in number and St Eanswythe’s became available, 

the group moved to that location, meeting every 

Thursday Morning. 
 

We have a varied programme with different speakers 

each week discussing such things as health matters, 

historical anniversaries, members’ professions, the English 

language, hobbies, Shakespeare, art, music and 

humour. We join with Tonbridge Baptist Church’s men’s 

group (Man2Man) at least once a term, as well as 

organising trips such as visiting National Trust properties, 

museums, bird-watching at Bough Beech or Dungeness 

and watching county cricket matches at Tunbridge 

Wells. Plus we hold a Summer BBQ and a Christmas meal 

or walk to Leigh for a pie and a pint. 
 

The group is open to any men who would like to join us. 

We start with tea or coffee at 10am on Thursday 

Mornings. One of the leaders (Dave Wilson, Geoff 

Hubble or Rowland Wills) will introduce the meeting and 

a ‘Thought for the Day’ led by one of the many Christian 

men who belong to the group. We pray for the group, 

and any member who is in need, and then go onto the 

main subject for the day. Questions are encouraged 

and the group aim to finish at midday. 
 

We are very fortunate to have volunteers in the group to 

help with refreshments, the technicalities of overhead 

and PA systems, ‘Thought for the Day’ etc., and 

members willing to speak on their interests. Members (25) 

come from St Stephen’s, other churches and the 

community and all are very welcome. The average 

attendance is 17 and there is plenty of room for more at 

St Eanswythe’s. 

As the title suggests, any man is welcome who is free on 

a Thursday morning between 10am and midday; even if 

it is on an occasional basis, we would love to see you. If 

you know anyone in the community who you think 

would benefit from coming along please let us know. 
 

Please pray for our group as we try to witness, especially 

to those outside the church. 
 

Dave Wilson, Geoff Hubble and Rowland Wills 

Why Joel? (continued from p1) 
 

of the glory of God, and that every one of us has areas 

in our lives individually, and corporately that require 

repentance”. They add, “some of that repentance is 

around how we treat one another, how we have 

worked with, or not with one another. And that we 

believe that all of us can examine ourselves in the 

season of Lent”. 
 

I believe that there is also an aspect for us about putting 

God back in his rightful place as the priority in our lives. Is 

God the most important thing for us? For many, I see a 

strong commitment to worship and to serving God; that 

we long to “love the Lord our God, with all our heart, 

mind, soul and strength”. Yet for many I also see the 

pressures of work, family demands, lifestyle etc. taking 

priority, and God perhaps getting our second best. 
 

The Archbishop’s Task Group have chosen the fifth week 

of Lent, leading into Holy Week, because “that leads us 

into the power of the cross, the victory of the cross, and 

the reality that all of us stand under its judgement and its 

grace”. However, here at St Stephen’s and  

St Eanswythe’s we are going to start on Ash Wednesday 

and finish 40 days later on Maundy Thursday. We will 

begin and finish with opportunities to worship together  

 

 
and share in communion, and there will be suggestions 

as to how we might use Lent to “return to the Lord”, to 

seek to put God back as the priority in our lives. 
 

There is no doubt in my mind that this is the message of 

Joel and that he has much to say to the global church 

today, as well as to us in South Tonbridge as we seek 

vision for the future. Do we really think this message is 

irrelevant for us, or are we going to hear his trumpet call 

and respond? 
 

Mark Barker 
 

Our Joel series continues at all our services each Sunday 

until March: 
 

27th Jan: A trumpet call (Joel 2:1-11) 

3rd Feb: Return to the Lord (Joel 2:12-17) 

10th Feb: I will repay you (Joel 2:18-27) 

17th Feb: All who call on the name of the Lord (Joel 2:28-32) 

24th Feb: Prepare for war (Joel 3:9-16) 

3rd Mar: God will bless us (Joel 3:17-21) 
 

If you miss any — or you want to listen again — listen via our 

app or online at https://ststephens.org.uk/talks/ 

Confirming 
 

I have lived in South Tonbridge nearly all my life so in a 

way St Stephen’s has always been my church. 
 

In fact I met my wife, Audrey, for the first time at  

St Eanswyth’s about sixty years ago — she was dressed 

as a boy though, as she was in a pantomime! Audrey 

was a Sunday School teacher there. Sallie Houghton, 

the daughter of the Superintendent at that time, 

became my sister-in-law. Most of my memories of going 

to church involved St Stephen’s; weddings and 

christenings. One of my daughters was also married 

here. 
 

Audrey sadly died of cancer nearly six years ago. My 

family were wonderful during this difficult period. For the 

first time in my life I was living alone and did get quite 

lonely at times. A friend suggested I went to St Stephen’s 

coffee morning (Re:fresh). Then one morning I found 

myself in church having coffee! I am not sure what 

happened to me when I went into the church that 

morning, but something did and now I attend church 

most Sundays. I still go to Re:fresh and have been a 

member of a Connect Group for the past two years. I 

had a long chat with Miriam about my faith and she 

suggested that I should think about being Confirmed. 
 

On the morning of my Confirmation, last year, I was very 

nervous and in an odd way a little excited, but in my 

heart I knew what I was doing was the right thing and I 

was taking a big step in my faith. Sheila had been very 

good, and spent some time with me and others being 

Confirmed, explaining what Confirmation should mean 

to us and what would be expected of us on the night.  

We even had a sort of dress rehearsal! 
 

So on the evening of 14th October, 2018 Mark presented 

us to Bishop James, who was very nice and made us feel 

at ease. We had to write a testimony as to why we 

wanted to be Confirmed. Mark asked me to read mine 

out; I did but must admit I found it a bit daunting. All my 

family were there, as well as a lot of friends, which gave 

me more confidence. It was a really lovely evening and 

a wonderful atmosphere.  I do believe and trust that 

God is watching over me, helping me with in my faith 

and understanding. 
 

Terry Randall 

A mum remembers 
 

Our Son William (Bill), with his brother Huw and later sister 

Jenny, attended St Stephen’s regularly from infants 

through to teenage years.  
 

Aged 16, Bill secured an apprenticeship but lost his way 

faith-wise and got into a few scrapes. He left the youth 

group at church and drifted away from Christ. 

However, mainly through Paul Black and other friends, 

he started attending St Peter and St Paul’s Church. His 

great love was always music and Bill, alongside friends 

Paul, Dan and Simon, formed a Christian rock group. 

They also went to a youth group run by Valerie Parker 

and her husband, where they all found a warm 

welcome in their home. 
 

Bill was a prolific song writer and this particular song, 

written when he was 18, I believe came from his heart.  

Our much loved son died aged 28 in 1993. 
 

Megan LeGoubin 

 

 

A Song of Triumph (by Bill LeGoubin) 
 

My thoughts of life were oh so selfish 

I was told of God, but did not respond, 

Then one day, in dire depression 

I wept and prayed and learned this lesson, 

God the Father will forgive all who listen. 
 

I read about Jesus in the Bible 

I tried to imagine His suffering and pain, 

But God seemed to tell me, “do not despair, 

My Son sits beside Me, as you weep, 

As you will sit on the Final Day.” 
 

My heart was lifted, I shouted for joy, 

I felt like a man now, not like a boy, 

Preaching His Word I wanted to do, 

Some people came to listen, 

Most of them just sat and laughed. 
 

Angered at this I felt like fighting, 

Tears in my eyes as I started to shout, 

Then memories of Lord Jesus suffering, 

Made me feel stupid, foolish and weak 

As I thought of Him dying on the tree. 
 

Jesus Christ has saved us, rejoice in praise, 

Live with Him and never want again. 

Selfishness in God’s eyes is evil, 

Commit your life to Him now, and be whole, 

Jesus’s love will depose all wordly needs. 


