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Key to abbreviations: 
 

AAS = All Age Service 
ATTR = A Time to Remember 
BB = Bumps and Babes 
BTS = Baptism Service 
CC = Community Centre 
CG = Central Gathering 
Conf = Confirmation 
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P&P = Prayer & Praise 
RAU = Raucous Yr7s 
SAT = Seniors’ Afternoon Tea 
SOW = Service of the Word 
TES = The Evening Service 
TG = Thanksgiving 
TMS = The Morning Service 

W2W = Woman to Woman 
WM = Work Morning 
WOAM = Women on a Mission 
WLTDO = Who let the dads out 
YE = Younger Elements 

HC = Holy Communion 
HGL = Home Group Leaders 
HotS = Healing on the Street 
MITM = Men in the morning 
MP = Morning Prayer 
OC = Open Church 
OE = Older Elements 

Poem for Easter: I want you to know 
 

I want you to know Jesus’ healing power 

I want you to know He is with you now 

I want you to know this Easter Time 

That Jesus died to save us all from our sin. 
 

I want you to know Good Friday Jesus died 

I want you to know that He was crucified 

I want you to know He said ‘Father forgive’ 

Because He loves us and want us to live. 
 

I want you to know Jesus died to forgive us our sins 

I want you to know Jesus died but He still wins, 

I want you to know He was placed in the tomb 

So that all may think, make decisions, in spite of the 

gloom. 
 

I want you to know Jesus rose again as He said He would, 

I want you to know He appeared to many just as He 

should 

I want you to know He ate breakfast with friends on the 

shore 

As it was prophesied many years before. 
 

And next….. 

Jesus then went up to Heaven to be with His Father 

He disappeared up in the sky as his disciples gather 

He left them many examples, recorded in His book 

He told them He’d be with them, they only had to look. 
 

Jesus told them He would be leaving them a present 

He asked them to stay in Jerusalem until they received it. 

What was this special gift He had promised when He  

departed 

The Holy Spirit to help them carry on what He had  

started. 
 

Jesus had commissioned them before He had left 

To go into the world and preach the gospel to the rest. 

To baptise people in the water to make their life anew 

To show the people around that they are as good as 

new. 
 

Jesus is now saying I did all this for you 

I want to heal you restore and cleanse you anew 

But I can only do it if you ask 

Then you will have the assurance of Paradise. 
 

Jade  (Jean Wilson) 

St Stephen’s & St Eanswythe’s 

t. 01732 771977 

e. office@ststephens.org.uk 

w. www.ststephens.org.uk 

Charity No: 1132563 

Have you ever tried to keep water in your hands for a 

long period of time? Two hands are more successful 

than one, but the water always seems to navigate its 

way through any small crack or gap between your 

fingers. 
 

Thankfully someone created buckets, because if it was 

only up to our hands to carry water, we would all be 

very thirsty! 
 

When they tried to kill Jesus two thousand years ago, He 

took His last breath and they thought they had 

succeeded. And yet, the authorities had a better 

chance of carrying all the water from the Sea of Galilee 

in their hands than stopping Jesus, for he spoke of his  

life-giving water. 
 

Speaking to the Samaritan Woman at the well in John 4 

he said, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 

again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will 

never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become 

in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
 

Bill Gaultiere asks, “Have you ever been so thirsty that 

your saliva balled up like tiny balls of cotton? But what 

about becoming so dehydrated that your whole body 

gets the chills, aches, and is about to collapse with 

exhaustion? 
 

That’s happened to me twice while hiking with my son. 

We had hiked twelve miles that day and climbed over 

5,000 feet and had set up camp close to Mount 

Langley. There it was, a great mountain peak - I felt I 

had to climb it. It was late in the afternoon and no one 

wanted to go with me. So I filled my camelback with 

water, grabbed a couple of bars and headed for the 

peak, planning to be back for dinner. 
 

Well, it took a lot longer than I thought. I ended up 

hiking in the dark with just a flash light and I got lost. And 

I got altitude sickness. I felt like I was going to throw up. I 

was so thirsty and weak I could hardly walk. When I got 

back to camp at 8:30 pm, just before a search crew 

was going to look for me, the first thing I did was drink 

water!” 
 

What if we thirsted for God like that?  
 

David did. In Psalm 63 he prayed: “O God, you are my 

God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my 

body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there 

is no water”. 
 

His prayer resonates with us because this world is often 

like a barren wasteland or a dry and dusty wilderness. It 

may even sum up how we ourselves feel. 
 

At the end of the second of my recent vision sermons, I 

suggested that we need these streams of living water to 

flow afresh in our lives and out from us into the 

community and world in order for our new vision to 

become a reality, and I invited us all to step out in to the 

River of Life. 
 

Following this, Rob Marsh sent me the following by 

Oswald Chambers: 
 

“Think of the healing and far-reaching rivers developing 

and nourishing themselves in our souls! God has been 

opening up wonderful truths to our minds, and every 

point He has opened up is another indication of the 

wider power of the river that He will flow through us. If 

you believe in Jesus, you will find that God has 

developed and nourished in you mighty, rushing rivers of 

blessing for others”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Yes. When we open our hearts to Jesus we don’t just get 

a sip of water - his Spirit enters us and we gush forth with 

rivers of living water!  
 

As Isaiah writes, “Come, all who are thirsty, come to the 

waters” (55:1). 
 

May this be our prayer as we enter in to a new season in 

the life of our church for us, for one another, for our 

community and for our world. Amen. 
 

Mark Barker 

 

Living Water 



Goodbye St Stephen’s (for now) 
 

About the time this issue of Encompass comes out, we’ll 

be moving from Tonbridge to the village of 

Weaverthorpe in the Yorkshire Wolds (no, we hadn’t 

heard of it, either). Here we’ll be renting until we find 

somewhere permanent to live. 
 

It’s going to be horrible saying goodbye to St Stephen’s 

after nearly 25 years.  But we’ve always thought we’d 

like at least one more change of scene while we’re still 

up for it and Yorkshire is where we have our roots — not 

to mention three grandchildren.  
 

When we first came to Tonbridge from Lewisham in 1994, 

we joined St Stephen’s because people here actually 

talked to us when we came through the door. Since 

then it has been our spiritual home, a place that has 

nurtured us and our children in the faith and where 

we’ve made so many wonderful friends. It’s been a 

huge part of our lives and we’ll be hard pressed to find 

another church like it (we doubt that the tiny country 

church in Weaverthorpe will have a music group of the 

calibre of ours!) 
 

We’ve realised all the more as the time comes to leave 

that St Stephen’s is a very special place.  While no 

church is perfect, of course, we’ve become increasingly 

aware that God is active and alive, right here among us.  

Where else would you find such a cross-section of local 

people unless God had drawn us together? And such 

lovely people, too! Week by week at St Stephen’s, 

we’ve encountered love and grace and acceptance 

of a kind that can only be explained by the living 

presence of Jesus in his church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

So thank you to everyone who has made our time here 

so memorable — the clergy and staff, the people we 

know well and all those that we’ve started to know late 

in the day and who we wish we could have got to know 

better. It’s been a privilege to be part of this amazing 

bunch of people.      
 

We’ll miss you all. And we will be back! 
 

Graham & Lynda Jones 

Come - Everything is Ready! 
 

On 1st March people from churches in this area came 

together at Tonbridge Baptist Church for the World Day 

of Prayer (which was Women’s World Day of Prayer).  

Women from a different country each year put the  

service together showing how they live. This year it was 

the women from Slovenia who shared with us. 
 

This service is global with over 120 countries  

participating. It starts as the sun rises over Samoa and 

ends back in the Pacific, as the sun sets over American 

Samoa. All join in the same service. 
 

The theme was based on the parable of the Great  

Banquet in Luke 14. The heart of the service is an open 

invitation for all to come to God’s table. ‘Come —  

everything is ready’. The order of service had a fantastic 

colourful painting on the front (see right) based on this — 

half a circle representing a plate with all good food on it 

from Slovenia, grapes for wine, a bun with nuts (a na-

tional speciality) and a rich heart shaped biscuit, deco-

rated, representing love. 
 

There are people at the top having fun who refused to 

come to the banquet, and at the bottom are people 

who are side-lined, for various reasons, who then came 

to the table to enjoy the good food. Everyone was  

invited but few came. 
 

During the service five women, dressed as Slovenian 

women, were sitting round a table and each were  

invited to tell their stories. We hear the voices of these 

women around the table:  wives, mothers,  

grandmothers, Roma people, refugees and migrant 

workers. Their stories reflect the political and economic 

situation of Slovenia from the time it was a 

socialist-communist state to the present day. 
 

After listening to these stories, we prayed for women in 

Slovenia in all these, and other, situations, and leave 

with a blessing to mutually support one another. 
 

We were taken through the service with a Narrator and 

Reader leading us into new Slovenian songs, prayers 

and reflections. We ended with a blessing saying “the 

table is  

prepared, 

the table is 

set, all are 

invited. 

Come 

share this 

feast in the  

Kingdom of 

God.” 
 

We all  

received a 

red  

Carnation 

which is the 

emblem of 

Slovenia. 
 

Jean  
Wilson 
 
 

The Wood family 
 

We are Keith, Larisa, Corina and Sophie, and we’ve 

been coming to St Stephen’s since Larisa and I moved to 

Tonbridge 22 years ago. The two of us met and were 

married in Ukraine in 1994 — making this our silver 

wedding anniversary year — and lived initially in 

Greece, where I was teaching English.  
 

Coming to England, we spent our first 18 months in 

Ashford. While I attended a course at Christchurch 

College in Canterbury, Larisa secured a position with 

Deutsche Bank in London, where she was able to use 

her native Russian language skills. Although Larisa was 

made redundant, the job in London enabled us to get a 

mortgage and a house of our own here in Tonbridge. 
 

The origins and journeys of our Christian faith, are very 

different. I was brought up in a Christian family but in 

those days children’s ministry was not very inspired — 

and even less so for youth; and as a teenager I pretty 

much lost whatever faith I had. Re-discovering it as an 

adult was a longish journey, stimulated by a number of 

‘coincidences’, that I believe were God’s way of 

prodding me, and a growing appreciation of the 

prayers of my parents, following a near-fatal rock-

climbing accident when I was 20, from which I made a 

recovery which doctors described as remarkable. 
 

Larisa, on the other hand, grew up in what at that time 

was the Soviet Union, where religious belief was 

discouraged. She tells me that coming to Britain and not 

knowing anyone here she was happy to follow my lead. 

So we attended the URC in Ashford before moving to 

Tonbridge and finding a warm welcome at St Stephen’s. 

Right from the start Larisa was open to the Christian faith 

and we attended two Alpha courses together. It was 

however, only when she had difficulty conceiving, and 

ongoing prayer from a few special friends in church led 

to the birth of Corina in 2003, that Larisa started to really 

feel the presence of God in her life. As for most parents, 

the birth and early years of our first child’s life were 

hugely satisfying for us. Eventually, seven years later, we 

were able to welcome Sophie into the world. Bringing up 

two children has of course been a mixture of adventure 

and challenge. 
 

We hope that the grounding in Christianity that both our 

girls have received at St Stephen’s, together with other 

inspirational events like the Longbarn Scripture Union 

camps at Hadlow and summer holidays spent at New 

Wine, Soul Survivor and Spring Harvest (France) will 

continue to lead them into a deeper relationship with 

God our Father as they grow up. 
 

In our working lives Larisa is now in her fifth year working 

as Finance Assistant in St Stephen’s church office, both 

of the girls attend local schools and I am in my 14th year 

working for a local authority. Life continues to present us 

with its challenges and rewards. We see God at work in 

our and other people’s lives and try to keep an open 

mind as to how He will use us in the future. 
 

Keith Wood  

Together 
 

The second edition of the new Diocese of Rochester 

magazine is now out — you may have picked one up at 

the back of church.   
 

When the Rochester Link ceased, many people 

expressed a wish for another printed publication that 

shared something of the life and faith of the Church 

across the Diocese. It should be something that was 

engaging, which also nourished them spiritually and that 

they would be proud to share with others.  So ‘Together’ 

was the result of these requests. 
 

The magazine itself, which comes with a fresh and 

modern design, is in a convenient ‘handbag’ size. There 

is the Inside Track on some latest news from a particular 

church, to things that the Diocese is standing up to, such 

as Modern Slavery. It has a Focus On section which takes 

a deeper look at activities taking place across parishes, 

such as charities, including overseas, which churches 

are involved with. There’s challenging insight and 

resources in the Head Space section, with reviews of 

books for all ages as well as forthcoming events also 

showing dates not to be missed. Finally it introduces 

people, those working at Rochester, new clergy and 

other people of interest. 
 

This new publication, which will come out four times a 

year, is very exciting and it is hoped that everyone who 

receives a copy will enjoy it. If you have any feedback 

the Diocese would love to hear from you, so do email 

with your suggestions. 
 

Jean Wilson 


