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The Companion Dioceses of Rochester and Mpwapwa 
Bulletin:  Issue 12 – Spring 2022 

Welcome 
We hope you enjoy reading this Bulletin – please feel 
free to share this with others who might be interested 
in what’s going on in Mpwapwa.   
    

If you’re not already a “Friend of Mpwapwa” but would 
like to receive these Bulletins, along with the 
occasional email with news from both Mpwapwa and 
St Philip’s Theological College direct, or wish to find 
out more, do please drop us an email. 
   

Sylvie & Stephen Barbor,  
CoChairs, Mpwapwa CD Group 
mpwapwa.cdsg@gmail.com    
   

Latest News 
   

You can find us, along with much more about our 
other Diocesan Companion Diocese links at 
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/about-
us/overseas-links/ .  If you click on Mpwapwa you will 
find information and links to the latest PowerPoints etc 
that you are free to share. 
 

If you’d like to make a donation to any of the places or 
projects featured, you can do this by going to  
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/Mpwapwa . 
If a donation is for a specific project, details should be 
entered in the “Details / Reference” Box.  We would 
however encourage substantial gifts to continue to be 
given using the Donation Form system as no 
processing fees are payable on such donations. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
   

The “autumn” rains finally arrived early in January, 
enabling fields to be ploughed and seeds planted.  
The rain has been consistent – in some places causing 
flooding with bridges, roads and houses washed away.  
A good harvest is now expected.  The first crops – 
maize and groundnuts - will be harvested late-March. 
   

The selection process for the 3rd Bishop started in 
February.  Each of the 132 parishes can nominate a 
candidate; 3-5 nominees are then submitted to the 
House of Bishops; with the Mpwapwa Synod making 
the final selection from 2-3 approved candidates.  The 
new Bishop will be announced end June.   
 

On Sunday 28th August +Jacob will retire and the new 
Bishop will be consecrated and enthroned. Stephen 
and Sylvie are hoping to attend, along with other 
representatives from Rochester.  Do please drop us an 
email if you would like to join us! 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Please pray for … 
 
o For the selection process for the 3rd Bishop of 

Mpwapwa, and for +Jacob and Mwezwa as 
they prepare for his retirement 
   

o For Rev Canon Agripa Ndatila and all at          
St Philip’s Theological College 
   

o for Mhaha, Monica, and staff and pupils at 
Queen Esther’s Girls School.  Praise God the roll 
is now up to 90 girls   

 

o for good communication between all the links  
   

o funds for a roof for the Cathedral Compassion 
Project’s new Offices.  Give thanks for the new 
Compassion Project at Iyenge that opened 
earlier this year. 

 

 

 

 
 
Sunflowers growing at Queen Esther’s School, with 
the Kiboriani mountain range in the background 

A Friend of Mpwapwa recently raised funds for a 
water project, and a suitable project was quickly 
identified with +Jacob.   Sawyer PointOne water 
filters will be taken out in the summer, and the 
balance of the funds has already been used to 
buy piping and connectors for an irrigation system 
in the garden village of Laikala, enabling many 
acres of crops to be effectively watered. 
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Shoreham Rev Diane Rees writes (abridged, full item to be on 
website) 
Gillian, the Headteacher at Shoreham Village School, and I had an amazing, 
challenging, eye-opening and life enhancing trip, in so many different ways.  The 
welcome we received in Chunyu was extraordinary and deeply humbling.  
Shoreham parish, Shoreham Village School and St Michael’s Prep School, Otford 
have been partnered with St Joseph’s Church and the primary and secondary 
schools in Chunyu. We have formed a WhatsApp group. They are updating us 
with regular photos showing us how the girls dormitories and toilets, and church 
building, are progressing. 

 
Oe of the reasons we decided to explore establishing a partnership in Mpwapwa 
Diocese was because of the historical connection with a former son of a 
Shoreham Vicar, Verney Cameron. About 145 years ago, Cameron travelled to 
Tanzania to work with the great explorer David Livingstone. When he got there 
he discovered that Livingstone had died, and it was Cameron who arranged for 
Livingstone’s papers and diaries to be sent back to England. He is the reason why 
we know so much about what Livingstone discovered. Cameron decided to 
continue his journey across Africa and was the first European to walk across 
Africa from East to West. One of the areas he would have walked through would 
have been what is now the Diocese of Mpwapwa, about 400kms from the East 
coast. When first crossing from Zanzibar to the East coast of Africa, the place 
that Cameron would have started his journey from would have been the seaport 
of Bagamoyo. Bagamoyo was at the end of the slave traders’ route, which ran 
inland from there and goes past the Cathedral in Mpwapwa. Visiting Bagamoyo 
turned out to be one of the highlights of the trip; fascinating and sad. 
 

A helpful article on setting up a school link is at  
Gillian Lovatt-Young LinkedIn Article on Setting up a Partnership 
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St Philip’s Theological College, Kongwa  
	

It is great to learn that at the beginning of the new academic year St Philip’s 
had 59 residential students (up from 50 last year) plus a further 11 on-line 
students enrolled.  Two students from Mpwapwa Diocese have started their   
3-year Diploma course in August, sharing a £600pa bursary from a Friend of 
Mpwapwa.  
 
The fish farm project has been completed!  80 tilapia ‘fingerlings’ were 
introduced in December and they are growing well.  Some will be harvested 
soon.   The fish will improve the diets of the students and help reduce the 
college’s meat bill! And, of course, give valuable knowledge and experience to 
students on fish farming which they might in turn take back to their parishes. 
 
The College has increased its beehives from 10 to 40; while each hive costs 
round £40 to buy and install, the honey should generate around £66 per year.  
In 2020 the accommodation unit “House No. 44” was destroyed by storms, 
staff and students together have now erected new the foundations and made 
7,000 bricks to help rebuild it, step by step they are advancing the rebuild. 
When it is completed this house will used to accommodate visitors. 
 
Rev Canon Agripa is so very grateful for what has been achieved at St Philip’s 
and for the financial support received in the autumn that has enabled him to 
start his PhD studies on “the church and disability”. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Bennett Memorial School / Mwanakianga School 
Bennett Memorial School are delighted to be planning a visit to Tanzania in 
July.  Two teachers and 9 pupils will spend 15 days in Mpwapwa Diocese, 
visiting their link school, Mwanakianga, Neema Crafts at Iringa, and enjoying a 
safari in Mikumi National Park before returning to UK.  Their 2020 trip was 
cancelled due to Covid, so this is a very special opportunity for Yr 11 and Yr 12 
pupils to have this life-changing experience.  We wish Elle Dimond, the lead 
teacher, and those travelling all the best in their preparations.  The photo is the 
plaque presented to Mwanakianga Secondary School in 2017.                                                   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Parish of Fawkham and Hartley / Lukole Link 
Great news - the Parish of Fawham & Hartley have enabled 6 girls from their link village of 
Lukole (to the south of the railway in Mpwapwa Diocese) to attend their local secondary 
school!  Their PCC and several of their parishioners donated a total of £220 following an 
appeal in their Mission Update.  These funds were used to provide each girl with their school 
uniform, shoes and exercise books.  Without this financial support, the families would have 
struggled to afford these items, meaning that whilst the girls had passed the national exams 
to enter secondary education they might not have been able to do so.   
 
Rev Joseph Chilande, the new pastor of Lukole 
 

Bidborough / Kibaigwa Link 
The School Council at Kibaigwa Primary School have decided to use the gift of £150 
sent out just before Christmas to renovate the Staff Room.  This will be a great 
blessing to all.  Here is Mr Mollel, Head Teacher, in front of the Staff Room. 
 

St Stephen’s Tonbridge / Matongoro 
CCMP, Tearfund’s community transformation and empowerment program, is going 
well with workshops and mentoring across the 10 link communities.  Sylvie and 
Stephen hope to visit in August, and see the changes that have happened since they 
last visited in May 2019.  CCMP is now being rolled out across the Diocese with 11 of 
the 13 Area Deans, and 10 parish priests, having studied CCMP at Msalato College in 
Dodoma.    


